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Forgive, That You May Be Forgiven 
Matthew 6:9-15 reads, 

6:9Pray like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. 6:10May your 
kingdom come. May your will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. 6:11Give us this day 
our daily bread. 6:12Forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. 6:13Bring us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory forever. Amen.’  
6:14“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. 6:15But if you don’t forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.  

 

What Forgiveness Is 
What is forgiveness? 

Forgiving a debt means that the creditor no longer requires the debtor to pay the debt 
owed.  Therefore forgiveness means the absolution of a debtor from having to pay what he 
owes.  In other words, when we are forgiven, we are no longer required to pay what we ought 
to have paid. 
 

Yahweh's Condition For Forgiving Us 
It is evident that Yahweh requires us to forgive those indebted to us, for he makes this a 
condition for his forgiving us.  In other words, if we desire to be freed from our debts to 
Yahweh we must indeed free those indebted to us in order for Yahweh to free us from the 
debts we owe him. 

What debts do we owe Yahweh?  And how did we acquire these debts? 
 

Yah'shuah Has Authority On Earth To Forgive Debts Owed To Yahweh 
Matthew 9:1-8 reads, 

9:1He entered into a boat, and crossed over, and came into his own city. 9:2Behold, 
they brought to him a man who was paralyzed, lying on a bed. Jesus, seeing their 
faith, said to the paralytic, “Son, cheer up! Your sins are forgiven you.”  
9:3Behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man blasphemes.”  
9:4Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 9:5For 
which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven;’ or to say, ‘Get up, and walk?’ 9:6But 
that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...” 
(then he said to the paralytic), “Get up, and take up your mat, and go up to your 
house.”  
9:7He arose and departed to his house. 9:8But when the multitudes saw it, they 
marveled and glorified God, who had given such authority to men.  

That the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins means that he has authority on 
earth to forgive the debts humans owe Yahweh!  This also implies that sins and debts are 
closely related, with the phrase forgiveness of sins being synonymous with forgiveness of 
debts owed to Yahweh. 
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Relationship Between Sins And Debts Owed To Yahweh 
Are sins debts owed to Yahweh, or is sin different from debts owed to Yahweh? 

Sin is basically transgression of Yahweh's word.  A person sins when he transgresses 
Yahweh's word. 

It would appear that transgressing Yahweh's word brings about a debt on the part of 
the transgressor - owed to Yahweh. 

What debt is created upon a person transgressing Yahweh's word?  What is a person 
who transgresses Yahweh's word required to pay? 

By the same token, when a person trespasses against another he owes the other a debt.  
When the other forgives the person the debt, he ceases to require the person to pay him what 
he was due to receive on account of the transgression or trespass. 
 

Yahweh Gave Yah'shuah Authority To Forgive Sins Against Yahweh 
For the Son of Man to have authority to forgive the debts created by sins against Yahweh 
implies that the Father gave him this authority.  For it is the Father who is the creditor or 
trespassed party, and it is only he who can authorise someone else to act on his behalf in 
ceasing to require a trespasser from paying what he is due to pay on account of the trespass 
committed. 
 

Humans Speaking Against The Holy Spirit Will Not Be Forgiven This Sin 
Matthew 12:30-32 reads, 

12:30“He who is not with me is against me, and he who doesn’t gather with me, 
scatters. 12:31Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but 
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 12:32Whoever speaks a 
word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the 
Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in that which is to 
come.  

That "every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit 
will not be forgiven men" means that men will not be required to pay the debts arising on 
account of every sin and blasphemy except for that or those arising on account of blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit.  Meaning that the only debts that men are required to pay are those 
arising on account of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 

Why does Yahweh require men to pay the debts arising on account of blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit and doesn't require them to pay those arising on account of other sins 
and blasphemies? 

What is the debt arising on account of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit?  And how is 
it paid? 
 

Yahweh Requires The Unforgiving To Pay In Full Their Debts To Him 
Matthew 18:21-35 reads, 

18:21Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? Until seven times?”  
18:22Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell you until seven times, but, until seventy times 
seven. 18:23Therefore the Kingdom of Heaven is like a certain king, who wanted to 
reconcile accounts with his servants. 18:24When he had begun to reconcile, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 18:25But because he couldn’t 
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pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, with his wife, his children, and all that he 
had, and payment to be made. 18:26The servant therefore fell down and kneeled before 
him, saying, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will repay you all.’ 18:27The lord of 
that servant, being moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.  
18:28“But that servant went out, and found one of his fellow servants, who owed him 
one hundred denarii, and he grabbed him, and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay 
me what you owe!’  
18:29“So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will repay you.’ 18:30He would not, but went and cast him into 
prison, until he should pay back that which was due. 18:31So when his fellow servants 
saw what was done, they were exceedingly sorry, and came and told to their lord all 
that was done. 18:32Then his lord called him in, and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! 
I forgave you all that debt, because you begged me. 18:33Shouldn’t you also have 
had mercy on your fellow servant, even as I had mercy on you?’ 18:34His lord was 
angry, and delivered him to the tormentors, until he should pay all that was due to 
him. 18:35So will my heavenly Father also do to you, if you don’t each forgive his 
brother from your hearts for his misdeeds.”  

 

Power Of A Creditor Over A Debtor 
When one human being sins or trespasses against another, what debt does he incur on account 
of that sin or trespass?  What debt is this that the other has power to forgive or cease to 
require the payment of? 

18:24-25 shows that when a person owes another a debt, and has failed to repay the 
debt within its period for payment, the other acquires a power over the one to restrict the 
one's freedom, such that the one is confined to working solely for the purpose of repaying the 
debt owed to the other.  Once the other has acquired this power, it is for him to determine 
whether or not to enforce it, and if so, when to do so. 

18:28-30 illustrates the same point. 
18:27, 32-33 shows that the creditor acted out of compassion or mercy and forgave 

the debtor the debt.  He did not require its payment as due. 
In other words, he who has power over another can choose to exercise that power or 

to refrain from exercising it. 
 

Unexercised Power Is Not Forsaken Power 
18:34 shows that just because one has refrained from exercising one's power over another 
does not mean that one has ceased to have that power over another.  One can reassert one's 
power over the other, even after a period of not exercising it. 
 

Who Are The "Tormentors" And What Is The "Torment" T hey Inflict? 
Who are the "tormentors" spoken of in 18:34? 

They appear to be those who ensure that the person put under their power repays what 
he owes.  It would therefore seem that the torment they inflict on the person under their 
power is to facilitate the payment of the debt owed by the person to his creditor. 

What torment is this that they inflict upon the debtor to facilitate the latter repaying 
the debt owed?  Is it loss of freedom?  Is it hard work in prison or in confined conditions, 
whereby the income generated by the debtor is used to repay the debt he owes his creditor? 
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18:35 shows that the Father will put into tormented confine those humans who do not 
forgive their fellow humans who wrong them.  They will remain in their tormented confined 
condition until such time as they will have paid the Father the debts they owe him.  This 
suggests that while within their tormented confine they will be undertaking such works as to 
yield such results as to repay their debts to the Father. 
 

What Debts Arise On Account Of Our Sins? 
What debts arise on account of our sins or misdeeds?  How are these debts repaid while those 
repaying them are in tormented confine? 
 

Forgiveness From The Heart 
18:35 also mentions forgiveness from the heart.  This suggests that not only does one state 
that he forgives the trespasser, but that the one should have no intention of requiring the 
payment of the debt forgiven.  In other words, outward conduct must be consistent with one's 
intention, for that forgiveness to be truly from the heart. 
 

How Is The Debt On Account Of Blasphemy Against The Holy Spirit Paid? 
With respect to blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, the debt of which will not be forgiven, 
how is this debt to be paid?  Also, is it the case that once this debt has been paid, the person 
who so paid it will reacquire his proper standing with Yahweh? 
 

An Eternal Sin 
Mark 3:22-30 reads, 

3:22The scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul,” and, “ By 
the prince of the demons he casts out the demons.”  
3:23He summoned them, and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out 
Satan? 3:24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 3:25If a 
house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 3:26If Satan has risen up 
against himself, and is divided, he can’t stand, but has an end. 3:27But no one can 
enter into the house of the strong man to plunder, unless he first binds the strong 
man; and then he will plunder his house. 3:28Most assuredly I tell you, all their sins 
will be forgiven to the sons of men, and their blasphemies with which they may 
blaspheme; 3:29but whoever may blaspheme against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” 3:30— because they said, “He has an 
unclean spirit.”  

An eternal sin is one whereby the person who has committed it MUST pay the debt incurred 
on account of it.  What debt is it that MUST be paid by one who commits an eternal sin? 
 

Turn From Your Sins That Yahweh May Forgive You 
Mark 4:10-12 reads, 

4:10When he was alone, those who were around him with the twelve asked him about 
the parables. 4:11He said to them, “To you is given the mystery of the kingdom of God, 
but to those who are outside, all things are done in parables, 4:12that ‘seeing they may 
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see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest perhaps 
they should turn again, and their sins should be forgiven them.’”  

Those who are forgiven by Yahweh are those who turn from their sinful ways.  Therefore, to 
avoid being required by Yahweh to pay the debts incurred on account of sins, one should turn 
from those sins. 
 

Condition For Receiving Forgiveness From Yahweh 
Mark 11:25-26 reads, 

11:25Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so 
that your Father, who is in heaven, may also forgive you your transgressions. 
11:26But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your 
transgressions.”  

The Father has made it a condition that we must forgive those we have anything against if he 
is to forgive us our transgressions. 
 

When We Should Forgive Those Who Transgress Against Us 
When should we forgive those we ought to, if we indeed seek the Father's forgiveness for our 
sins? 

11:25 answers by stating "whenever we stand praying"!  In other words, seeing that 
when we pray, as shown in Matthew 6:9-15, we ought to pray that the Father forgive us our 
transgressions, then we must by those occasions have forgiven those who have transgressed 
against us. 

Should we forgive those who have transgressed against us BEFORE they seek our 
forgiveness, or only upon the TIME they seek that forgiveness?  Also, should we forgive 
those who have transgressed against us even PRIOR to their seeking our forgiveness, 
including even those who have no intention of ever seeking our forgiveness? 

A fundamental interest we have in forgiving those who transgress against us is 
ensuring that the Father forgives us our own transgressions, seeing he has made it a condition 
that we must forgive those who have transgressed against us for him to forgive us our 
transgressions.  The condition for forgiveness of our transgressions that the Father has 
stipulated appears to be all-encompassing.  He hasn't stated that we are to forgive those who 
have transgressed against us only upon their seeking our forgiveness.  It therefore appears 
that we are to forgive those who have transgressed against us IRRESPECTIVE of their 
having sought our forgiveness.  If we don't forgive them, irrespective of their having sought 
our forgiveness, we in turn will not receive forgiveness from the Father for our own 
transgressions! 

Also, seeing that we are to have forgiven those who transgress against us by the time 
we seek the Father's forgiveness for our own transgressions, we must by this time have so 
forgiven them irrespective of whether or not they have sought our forgiveness! 
 

One With Power To Forgive Can Forgive For Any Reason He Deems Fit 
Luke 7:36-50 reads, 

7:36One of the Pharisees invited him to eat with him. He entered into the Pharisee’s 
house, and sat at the table. 7:37Behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when 
she knew that he was reclining in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar 
of ointment. 7:38Standing behind at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 
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tears, and she wiped them with the hair of her head, kissed his feet, and anointed them 
with the ointment. 7:39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to 
himself, "This man, if he were a prophet, would have perceived who and what kind of 
woman this is who touches him, that she is a sinner."  
7:40Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you."  
He said, "Teacher, say on."  
7:41"A certain lender had two debtors. The one owed five hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. 7:42When they couldn’t pay, he forgave them both. Which of them 
therefore will love him most?"  
7:43Simon answered, "He, I suppose, to whom he forgave the most."  
He said to him, "You have judged correctly." 7:44Turning to the woman, he said to 
Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered into your house, and you gave me no water 
for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of 
her head. 7:45You gave me no kiss, but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to 
kiss my feet. 7:46You didn’t anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. 7:47Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she 
loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little." 7:48He said to her, 
"Your sins are forgiven."  
7:49Those who sat at the table with him began to say to themselves, "Who is this who 
even forgives sins?"  
7:50He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you. Go in peace."  

 

Greatly Love Yahweh And Yah'shuah To Receive Forgiveness For Your Sins 
Yah'shuah forgave the woman with many sins even prior to her seeking forgiveness for her 
sins.  Nevertheless, she manifested a great love for Yah'shuah, and on account of this love 
received forgiveness for her sins. 

In this we learn that by greatly loving Yahweh and Yah'shuah we indeed receive 
forgiveness for our sins. 

How ought we to manifest our love for Yahweh and Yah'shuah? 
Isn't it simply by heeding their word and abiding in it, including forsaking our sins 

and walking in righteousness? 
 

Take Into Account A Debtor's Ability To Pay His Debt Before Requiring Its 
Payment 
7:41-42 shows that the lender forgave his debtors on account of their inability to pay their 
debts.  This implies that had his debtors remained able to pay their debts he would not have 
forgiven them.  In fact, it appears that he sought payment of his debts, and it is upon that 
seeking that he ascertained their inability to pay.  It would therefore seem to be appropriate 
for a lender to seek payments from those debtors with ability to pay their debts. 
 

Distinction Between Forgiving Debts And Forgiving Transgressions 
What is the distinction, if any, between forgiving debts and forgiving transgressions against 
one, seeing that forgiving transgressions against one is essential to receiving from Yahweh 
forgiveness for our own transgressions while forgiving debts does not appear to be essential 
to receiving from Yahweh forgiveness for our own transgressions? 
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It appears that when a person incurs a debt against one, such as when the one has lent 
money to the person, the person has not wronged or transgressed against one.  In other words, 
there is no transgression committed in the creation of debt.  Seeing that there is no 
transgression committed against one, there is no transgression to forgive.  Therefore the 
person, the debtor, should pay his creditor, the one, what he owes. 
 

Our Justification For Seeking Forgiveness From Yahweh 
Luke 11:1-4 reads, 

11:1It happened, that when he finished praying in a certain place, one of his disciples 
said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disciples."  
11:2He said to them, "When you pray, say,  
‘Our Father in heaven, 
May your name be kept holy.  
May your kingdom come. 
May your desire be done on Earth, as it is in heaven.  
11:3Give us day by day our daily bread.  
11:4Forgive us our sins, 
For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.  
Bring us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one.’"  

11:4 shows that the REASON we ask the Father to forgive us our sins is that we forgive 
EVERYONE who is indebted to us!  In other words, we MUST forgive everyone who 
transgresses against us in order to receive forgiveness from Yahweh for our sins. 
 

Those Who Blaspheme Against The Holy Spirit 
Luke 12:10 reads, 

12:10Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but those 
who blaspheme against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.  

 

Should We Forgive Those Who Sin Against Us Before They Declare 
Repentance? 
Luke 17:3-4 reads, 

17:3Be careful. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive 
him. 17:4If he sins against you seven times in the day, and seven times turns again, 
saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him."  

17:3-4 indicates that we are to forgive those who sin against us when they declare to us their 
repentance of their sin.  Prior to that declaration we are to rebuke them for their sins against 
us.  It would therefore appear that there is no obligation on our forgiving those who sin 
against us prior to their declaring to us their repentance of their sin(s) against us. 
 

Declaration Of Repentance Distinguished From Seeking Forgiveness 
If this is indeed so, then the earlier stated comments to the effect that we must forgive those 
who sin against us, irrespective of their seeking our forgiveness, need to be clarified.  17:3-4 
obliges us to forgive those who sin against us when they declare their repentance for their sin.  
They do not have to ask us to forgive them for their sin.  They need only declare to us their 
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repentance for their sin.  Once that declaration of repentance of sin has been made it becomes 
our duty, if we indeed seek forgiveness from Yahweh for our own sins, to forgive the sin 
against us. 
 

Ignorance In Sinning Is A Justification For Seeking Forgiveness 
Luke 23:34 reads, in part, 

23:34Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing."  
Yah'shuah sought forgiveness from the Father on behalf of those who sinned against him.  He 
did not seek this forgiveness on account of those sinners acknowledging and declaring their 
sin, and repenting of it.  Instead, he sought it on account of those sinners having acted in 
ignorance.  It therefore appears appropriate to forgive a sinner who commits sin in ignorance, 
especially in circumstances where the sinner wouldn't have committed the same sin had he 
been aware of the true impact of such conduct. 
 

Yah'shuah Authorised His Disciples To Forgive Sins Against Yahweh 
John 20:19-23 reads, 

20:19When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day of the week, and when the 
doors were locked where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be to you.”  
20:20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples 
therefore were glad when they saw the Lord. 20:21Jesus therefore said to them again, 
“Peace be to you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” 20:22When he had 
said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit! 
20:23Whoever’s sins you forgive, they are forgiven to them. Whoever’s sins you 
retain, they have been retained.”  

Just as Yahweh had given Yah'shuah authority to forgive sins on earth, sins committed 
against Yahweh, so also did Yah'shuah extend the authority he had in giving his disciples 
authority to likewise forgive the same sins.  It should be noted that this authority they would 
exercise as guided by the Holy Spirit, whom they were about to receive. 
 

Joseph Truly Forgave His Brothers For The Evil They Did To Him 
Genesis 50:15-21 reads, 

50:15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us, and will fully pay us back for all of the evil which we did to 
him. 50:16They sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father commanded before he 
died, saying, 50:17“So will you tell Joseph, ‘Now please forgive the disobedience of 
your brothers, and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ Now, please forgive the 
disobedience of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 
spoke to him. 50:18His brothers also went and fell down before his face; and they said, 
“Behold, we are your servants.” 50:19Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for am I 
in the place of God? 50:20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save many people alive. 50:21Now therefore 
don’t be afraid. I will nourish you and your little ones.” He comforted them, and 
spoke kindly to them.  

Joseph gives us an example of true forgiveness - from the heart!  Not only did he not seek to 
cause his brothers who sinned against him to pay the debt they owed him, he undertook to 
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both nourish them and their little ones, and comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  He 
truly forgave his brothers. 

Learning from Joseph, who greatly suffered over several years on account of his 
brothers' sin against him, we should likewise forgive those who wrong us and cause us 
suffering on account of their misdeeds against us. 
 

Pharaoh Declared His Sin And Sought Forgiveness 
Exodus 10:16-19 reads, 

10:16Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste, and he said, “I have sinned 
against Yahweh your God, and against you. 10:17Now therefore please forgive my 
sin again, and pray to Yahweh your God, that he may also take away from me this 
death.”  
10:18He went out from Pharaoh, and prayed to Yahweh. 10:19Yahweh turned an 
exceeding strong west wind, which took up the locusts, and drove them into the Red 
Sea. There remained not one locust in all the borders of Egypt.  

That Pharaoh declared his sin and sought forgiveness placed him in good stead to be forgiven 
by merciful Yahweh.  And Yahweh duly removed the locusts from Egypt that had been 
inflicting so much damage upon Egypt. 
 

Yahweh Punishes For Sins He Doesn't Forgive 
Exodus 32:31-35 reads, 

32:31Moses returned to Yahweh, and said, “Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, 
and have made themselves gods of gold. 32:32Yet now, if you will, forgive their sin— 
and if not, please blot me out of your book which you have written.”  
32:33Yahweh said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, him will I blot out of my 
book. 32:34Now go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to you. Behold, 
my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless in the day when I punish, I will punish 
them for their sin.” 32:35Yahweh struck the people, because they made the calf, 
which Aaron made.  

Moses declared before Yahweh the people's sin, and sought their forgiveness.  Nevertheless, 
Yahweh chose not to forgive the sin, but to postpone the time he would punish them on 
account of it.  In the interim he would honour his word to them, of delivering them to the land 
he promised to their ancestors.  But he scheduled a period in future when he would punish 
them for their sin. 

It should therefore be evident that Yahweh punishes for sin.  But he doesn't 
necessarily do this immediately the sin is committed, choosing his own time for punishing 
sinners. 
 

Yahweh! Yahweh, A Merciful And Gracious Mighty One! 
Exodus 34:4-7 reads, 

34:4He chiseled two tablets of stone like the first; and Moses rose up early in the 
morning, and went up to Mount Sinai, as Yahweh had commanded him, and took in 
his hand two stone tablets. 34:5Yahweh descended in the cloud, and stood with him 
there, and proclaimed the name of Yahweh. 34:6Yahweh passed by before him, and 
proclaimed, “Yahweh! Yahweh, a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger, and 
abundant in lovingkindness and truth, 34:7keeping lovingkindness for thousands, 
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forgiving iniquity and disobedience and sin; and that will by no means clear the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the children’s 
children, on the third and on the fourth generation.”  

 

Yahweh Forgives Unwitting Sins When Discovered And Atoned For 
Leviticus 4:13-35 reads, 

4:13“‘ If the whole congregation of Israel sins, and the thing is hidden from the eyes 
of the assembly, and they have done any of the things which Yahweh has 
commanded not to be done, and are guilty; 4:14when the sin in which they have 
sinned is known, then the assembly shall offer a young bull for a sin offering, and 
bring it before the Tent of Meeting. 4:15The elders of the congregation shall lay their 
hands on the head of the bull before Yahweh; and the bull shall be killed before 
Yahweh. 4:16The anointed priest shall bring of the blood of the bull to the Tent of 
Meeting: 4:17and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle it seven times 
before Yahweh, before the veil. 4:18He shall put some of the blood on the horns of the 
altar which is before Yahweh, that is in the Tent of Meeting; and the rest of the blood 
he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering, which is at the door of the 
Tent of Meeting. 4:19All its fat he shall take from it, and burn it on the altar. 4:20Thus 
shall he do with the bull; as he did with the bull of the sin offering, so shall he do with 
this; and the priest shall make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven. 
4:21He shall carry forth the bull outside the camp, and burn it as he burned the first 
bull. It is the sin offering for the assembly.  
4:22“‘ When a ruler sins, and unwittingly does any one of all the things which 
Yahweh his God has commanded not to be done, and is guilty; 4:23if his sin, in 
which he has sinned, is made known to him, he shall bring as his offering a goat, a 
male without blemish. 4:24He shall lay his hand on the head of the goat, and kill it in 
the place where they kill the burnt offering before Yahweh. It is a sin offering. 4:25The 
priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it on the 
horns of the altar of burnt offering. He shall pour out the rest of its blood at the base 
of the altar of burnt offering. 4:26All its fat he shall burn on the altar, like the fat of the 
sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall make atonement for him concerning 
his sin, and he will be forgiven.  
4:27“‘ If anyone of the common people sins unwittingly, in doing any of the things 
which Yahweh has commanded not to be done, and is guilty; 4:28if his sin, which he 
has sinned, is made known to him, then he shall bring for his offering a goat, a 
female without blemish, for his sin which he has sinned. 4:29He shall lay his hand on 
the head of the sin offering, and kill the sin offering in the place of burnt offering. 
4:30The priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and put it on the horns of the 
altar of burnt offering; and the rest of its blood he shall pour out at the base of the 
altar. 4:31All its fat he shall take away, like the fat is taken away from off of the 
sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a sweet savor 
to Yahweh; and the priest shall make atonement for him, and he will be forgiven.  
4:32“‘If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he shall bring a female 
without blemish. 4:33He shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill it for 
a sin offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering. 4:34The priest shall take 
some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it on the horns of the 
altar of burnt offering; and all the rest of its blood he shall pour out at the base of the 
altar. 4:35All its fat he shall take away, like the fat of the lamb is taken away from the 
sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn them on the altar, on the 
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offerings of Yahweh made by fire; and the priest shall make atonement for him 
concerning his sin that he has sinned, and he will be forgiven.  

When a person sins unwittingly, but later becomes aware of his sin, and acknowledges it, and 
makes atonement for it, Yahweh forgives the person for the sin committed. 

It is noted that the sin is forgiven at the time of its awareness, acknowledgement and 
atonement, implying that prior to then it remains unforgiven. 
 

Yahweh Forgives Sins Confessed And Atoned For 
Leviticus 5:4-19 reads, 

5:4“‘Or if anyone swears rashly with his lips to do evil, or to do good, whatever it is 
that a man might utter rashly with an oath, and it is hidden from him; when he knows 
of it, then he shall be guilty of one of these. 5:5It shall be, when he is guilty of one of 
these, he shall confess that in which he has sinned: 5:6and he shall bring his 
trespass offering to Yahweh for his sin which he has sinned, a female from the flock, 
a lamb or a goat, for a sin offering; and the priest shall make atonement for him 
concerning his sin.  
5:7“‘If he can’t afford a lamb, then he shall bring his trespass offering for that in 
which he has sinned, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, to Yahweh; one for a sin 
offering, and the other for a burnt offering. 5:8He shall bring them to the priest, who 
shall first offer the one which is for the sin offering, and wring off its head from its 
neck, but shall not sever it completely. 5:9He shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin 
offering on the side of the altar; and the rest of the blood shall be drained out at the 
base of the altar. It is a sin offering. 5:10He shall offer the second for a burnt offering, 
according to the ordinance; and the priest shall make atonement for him concerning 
his sin which he has sinned, and he shall be forgiven.  
5:11“‘But if he can’t afford two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he shall bring 
his offering for that in which he has sinned, the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for 
a sin offering. He shall put no oil on it, neither shall he put any frankincense on it, for 
it is a sin offering. 5:12He shall bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his 
handful of it as the memorial portion, and burn it on the altar, on the offerings of 
Yahweh made by fire. It is a sin offering. 5:13The priest shall make atonement for 
him concerning his sin that he has sinned in any of these things, and he will be 
forgiven; and the rest shall be the priest’s, as the meal offering.’”  
5:14Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 5:15“ If anyone commits a trespass, and sins 
unwittingly, in the holy things of Yahweh; then he shall bring his trespass offering 
to Yahweh, a ram without blemish from the flock, according to your estimation in 
silver by shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering. 5:16He shall 
make restitution for that which he has done amiss in the holy thing, and shall add a 
fifth part to it, and give it to the priest; and the priest shall make atonement for him 
with the ram of the trespass offering, and he will be forgiven.  
5:17“ If anyone sins, and does any of the things which Yahweh has commanded not 
to be done; though he didn’t know it, yet he is guilty, and shall bear his iniquity. 
5:18He shall bring a ram without blemish from of the flock, according to your 
estimation, for a trespass offering, to the priest; and the priest shall make atonement 
for him concerning the thing in which he sinned and didn’t know it, and he will be 
forgiven. 5:19It is a trespass offering. He is certainly guilty before Yahweh.”  

When we sin unwittingly, but later become aware of our sin, we should acknowledge it and 
take our trespass or sin offering to Yahweh, that he may forgive us.  For Yahweh forgives 
those who sin unwittingly and later repent of their sin when they become aware of it. 
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Payment Of Reparations Essential In Receiving Forgiveness From Yahweh 
In Sins Against Another 
Leviticus 6:1-7 reads, 

6:1Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 6:2“ If anyone sins, and commits a trespass against 
Yahweh, and deals falsely with his neighbor in a matter of deposit, or of bargain, or 
of robbery, or has oppressed his neighbor, 6:3or has found that which was lost, and 
dealt falsely therein, and swearing to a lie; in any of all these things that a man 
does, sinning therein; 6:4then it shall be, if he has sinned, and is guilty, he shall 
restore that which he took by robbery, or the thing which he has gotten by 
oppression, or the deposit which was committed to him, or the lost thing which he 
found, 6:5or any thing about which he has sworn falsely; he shall restore it even in 
full, and shall add a fifth part more to it. To him to whom it belongs he shall give it, 
in the day of his being found guilty. 6:6He shall bring his trespass offering to 
Yahweh, a ram without blemish from the flock, according to your estimation, for a 
trespass offering, to the priest. 6:7The priest shall make atonement for him before 
Yahweh, and he will be forgiven concerning whatever he does to become guilty.”  

When a person acquires property unjustly, he is to restore that property upon being found to 
have acquired it unjustly, plus adding a fifth part more to it.  He is then to offer to Yahweh 
his trespass offering, and when atonement has been made for him he is forgiven his 
transgression. 

Why does Yahweh stipulate that a fifth of the value of unjustly acquired property be 
paid together with the unjustly acquired property upon restoration of it?  Is this to compensate 
the unjustly deprived person of the use of the property while it was out of his use? 
 

The Punishment Of Death On Account Of Sin 
Leviticus 19:20-22 reads, 

19:20Whoever lies carnally with a woman, who is a bondmaid, pledged to be married 
to a husband, and not at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; they shall be 
punished; they shall not be put to death, because she was not free. 19:21He shall 
bring his trespass-offering to Yahweh, to the door of the tent of meeting, even a ram 
for a trespass-offering. 19:22The priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of 
the trespass-offering before Yahweh for his sin which he has sinned: and the sin 
which he has sinned shall be forgiven him.  

It should be noted that different sins incur different degrees of penalties.  Some incur the 
death penalty, while others incur lesser penalties. 

What penalty does the sin that will not be forgiven either in this age or that to come, 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, incur?  Does it incur the death penalty - everlasting death, 
the second death, seeing that it is not forgiven? 

It would seem that sins that incur a penalty less than the death penalty, such as the 
fornication between a man and a slave-woman betrothed for marriage thought not yet 
married, are forgivable.  Those that are not forgiven are those that result in death.  Seeing that 
the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is not forgiven, either in this age or in that to 
come, being an eternal sin, it would seem that the penalty for committing it is death - the 
second and permanent death! 
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Punishment For Despising And Disbelieving Yahweh 
Numbers 14:11-24 reads, 

14:11Yahweh said to Moses, How long will this people despise me? And how long will 
they not believe in me, for all the signs which I have worked among them? 14:12I will 
strike them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of you a nation 
greater and mightier than they. 14:13Moses said to Yahweh, Then the Egyptians will 
hear it; for you brought up this people in your might from among them; 14:14and they 
will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that you Yahweh are in the 
midst of this people; for you Yahweh are seen face to face, and your cloud stands over 
them, and you go before them, in a pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by 
night. 14:15Now if you shall kill this people as one man, then the nations which have 
heard the fame of you will speak, saying, 14:16Because Yahweh was not able to bring 
this people into the land which he swore to them, therefore he has slain them in the 
wilderness. 14:17Now please let the power of the Lord be great, according as you have 
spoken, saying, 14:18Yahweh is slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness, 
forgiving iniquity and disobedience; and that will by no means clear the guilty, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and on the fourth 
generation. 14:19Pardon, Please, the iniquity of this people according to the 
greatness of your lovingkindness, and according as you have forgiven this people, 
from Egypt even until now. 14:20Yahweh said, I have pardoned according to your 
word: 14:21but in very deed, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of Yahweh; 14:22because all those men who have seen my glory, and my signs, 
which I worked in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have tempted me these ten times, 
and have not listened to my voice; 14:23surely they shall not see the land which I 
swore to their fathers, neither shall any of those who despised me see it: 14:24but my 
servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and has followed me fully, him 
will I bring into the land into which he went; and his seed shall possess it.  

 

Distinction Between Forgiving A Person And Extending Benefits To Him 
There is a DISTINCTION between pardoning or forgiving a person, and additionally 
extending to them benefits.  When a person is pardoned or forgiven for his sin, the ultimate 
penalty for his sin is not held against him.  He might be required to pay a lesser penalty, such 
as receive punishment, but not the ultimate penalty - death! 

When Yahweh forgave the children of Israel after their rebellion and derision of him 
in the matter of the 12 spies, Yahweh forgave them, at Moses' intercession, the penalty of 
death he was about to inflict upon them.  Nevertheless, the benefit they would have received, 
of being brought into the land promised to their ancestors, was denied them.  It therefore 
appears that just because a person is forgiven the ultimate penalty incurred upon his trespass 
does not automatically equate to a right of that person receiving benefits he might have 
received had he not committed the trespass. 
 

Death Is The Penalty For Blaspheming, Despising And Defying Yahweh 
Numbers 15:22-36 reads, 

15:22When you shall err, and not observe all these commandments, which Yahweh 
has spoken to Moses, 15:23even all that Yahweh has commanded you by Moses, from 
the day that Yahweh gave commandment, and onward throughout your 
generations; 15:24then it shall be, if it be done unwittingly, without the knowledge of 
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the congregation, that all the congregation shall offer one young bull for a burnt 
offering, for a sweet savor to Yahweh, with the meal-offering of it, and the drink-
offering of it, according to the ordinance, and one male goat for a sin-offering. 
15:25The priest shall make atonement for all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, and they shall be forgiven; for it was an error, and they have brought their 
offering, an offering made by fire to Yahweh, and their sin-offering before Yahweh, 
for their error: 15:26and all the congregation of the children of Israel shall be 
forgiven, and the stranger who sojourns among them; for in respect of all the 
people it was done unwittingly. 15:27If one person sin unwittingly, then he shall offer 
a female goat a year old for a sin-offering. 15:28The priest shall make atonement for 
the soul who errs, when he sins unwittingly, before Yahweh, to make atonement for 
him; and he shall be forgiven. 15:29You shall have one law for him who does anything 
unwittingly, for him who is home-born among the children of Israel, and for the 
stranger who sojourns among them. 15:30But the soul who does anything with a high 
hand, whether he be home-born or a sojourner, the same blasphemes Yahweh; and 
that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 15:31Because he has despised the 
word of Yahweh, and has broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut 
off; his iniquity shall be on him.  
15:32While the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering 
sticks on the Sabbath day. 15:33Those who found him gathering sticks brought him to 
Moses and Aaron, and to all the congregation. 15:34They put him in custody, because it 
had not been declared what should be done to him. 15:35Yahweh said to Moses, The 
man shall surely be put to death: all the congregation shall stone him with stones 
outside of the camp. 15:36All the congregation brought him outside of the camp, and 
stoned him to death with stones; as Yahweh commanded Moses.  

Unwitting sin is forgiven when it is discovered, acknowledged and an offering made for it.  
But sinning with a high hand is blasphemy against Yahweh and incurs the death penalty! 

15:32-36 suggests that the man found gathering sticks on the Sabbath day did so with 
a high hand.  He was fully aware that he was not to be so doing, seeing that Yahweh had 
forbidden the children of Israel from so doing.  Nevertheless he defied Yahweh and went 
ahead regardless.  He therefore paid with his own life for his defiance and derision of 
Yahweh's word! 

The above account in Numbers reiterates the penalty to be incurred by those who 
commit the eternal sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  Such incur the death penalty 
and will not be forgiven their death penalty - the second and permanent death, from which 
there is no resurrection! 
 

Circumstances Where Those Under Authority Are Forgiven 
Numbers 30 reads, 

30:1Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, saying, This is the 
thing which Yahweh has commanded. 30:2When a man vows a vow to Yahweh, or 
swears an oath to bind his soul with a bond, he shall not break his word; he shall do 
according to all that proceeds out of his mouth. 30:3Also when a woman vows a vow to 
Yahweh, and binds herself by a bond, being in her father’s house, in her youth, 30:4and 
her father hears her vow, and her bond with which she has bound her soul, and her 
father holds his peace at her; then all her vows shall stand, and every bond with 
which she has bound her soul shall stand. 30:5But if her father disallow her in the day 
that he hears, none of her vows, or of her bonds with which she has bound her soul, 
shall stand: and Yahweh will forgive her, because her father disallowed her. 30:6If 
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she be married to a husband, while her vows are on her, or the rash utterance of her 
lips, with which she has bound her soul, 30:7and her husband hear it, and hold his 
peace at her in the day that he hears it; then her vows shall stand, and her bonds with 
which she has bound her soul shall stand. 30:8But if her husband disallow her in the 
day that he hears it, then he shall make void her vow which is on her, and the rash 
utterance of her lips, with which she has bound her soul: and Yahweh will forgive 
her. 30:9But the vow of a widow, or of her who is divorced, even everything with which 
she has bound her soul, shall stand against her. 30:10If she vowed in her husband’s 
house, or bound her soul by a bond with an oath, 30:11and her husband heard it, and 
held his peace at her, and didn’t disallow her; then all her vows shall stand, and 
every bond with which she bound her soul shall stand. 30:12But if her husband made 
them null and void in the day that he heard them, then whatever proceeded out of 
her lips concerning her vows, or concerning the bond of her soul, shall not stand: 
her husband has made them void; and Yahweh will forgive her. 30:13Every vow, and 
every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish it, or her husband 
may make it void. 30:14But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to 
day, then he establishes all her vows, or all her bonds, which are on her: he has 
established them, because he held his peace at her in the day that he heard them. 
30:15But if he shall make them null and void after that he has heard them, then he shall 
bear her iniquity. 30:16These are the statutes, which Yahweh commanded Moses, 
between a man and his wife, between a father and his daughter, being in her youth, in 
her father’s house.  

Women living in the houses of their fathers or husbands are under the authority of the latter.  
Their words are not effective unless and until they are ratified by those in authority over them 
- their fathers and husbands.  But women without a man in authority over them, such as 
widows and those divorced, do not need ratification of their words, for their words hold. 
 

Shed Innocent Blood Must Be Accounted For 
Deuteronomy 21:1-9 reads, 

21:1If one be found slain in the land which Yahweh your God gives you to possess it, 
lying in the field, and it isn’t known who has struck him; 21:2then your elders and your 
judges shall come forth, and they shall measure to the cities which are round about 
him who is slain: 21:3and it shall be, that the city which is nearest to the slain man, 
even the elders of that city shall take a heifer of the herd, which hasn’t been worked 
with, and which has not drawn in the yoke; 21:4and the elders of that city shall bring 
down the heifer to a valley with running water, which is neither plowed nor sown, and 
shall break the heifer’s neck there in the valley. 21:5The priests the sons of Levi shall 
come near; for them Yahweh your God has chosen to minister to him, and to bless in 
the name of Yahweh; and according to their word shall every controversy and every 
stroke be. 21:6All the elders of that city, who are nearest to the slain man, shall wash 
their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley; 21:7and they shall 
answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it. 
21:8Forgive, Yahweh, your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, and don’t allow 
innocent blood to remain in the midst of your people Israel. The blood shall be 
forgiven them. 21:9So shall you put away the innocent blood from the midst of you, 
when you shall do that which is right in the eyes of Yahweh.  

Innocent blood can afflict a people, when those people do not take due remedial action for the 
innocent blood shed in their midst.  For those who shed innocent blood are required to pay 
due penalty for so shedding. 
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To be forgiven the penalty of innocent blood having been shed in one's midst, one 
should make due offering to Yahweh and seek his forgiveness for the sin committed - that of 
shedding innocent blood and no appropriate action having been taken in recompense.  And 
when those who so seek Yahweh's forgiveness are abiding in his word, he does indeed 
forgive them the consequences that would have been incurred on account of the innocent 
blood having been shed in their land. 
 

Yahweh Does Not Pardon Those Who Defy Him 
Deuteronomy 29:14-28 reads, 

29:14Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath, 29:15but with him who 
stands here with us this day before Yahweh our God, and also with him who is not 
here with us this day 29:16(for you know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we 
came through the midst of the nations through which you passed; 29:17and you have 
seen their abominations, and their idols, wood and stone, silver and gold, which were 
among them); 29:18lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or 
tribe, whose heart turns away this day from Yahweh our God, to go to serve the 
gods of those nations; lest there should be among you a root that bears gall and 
wormwood; 29:19and it happen, when he hears the words of this curse, that he bless 
himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the stubbornness 
of my heart, to destroy the moist with the dry. 29:20Yahweh will not pardon him, but 
then the anger of Yahweh and his jealousy will smoke against that man, and all the 
curse that is written in this book shall lie on him, and Yahweh will blot out his 
name from under the sky. 29:21Yahweh will set him apart to evil out of all the tribes 
of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant that is written in this book of 
the law. 29:22The generation to come, your children who shall rise up after you, and 
the foreigner who shall come from a far land, shall say, when they see the plagues of 
that land, and the sicknesses with which Yahweh has made it sick; 29:23and that the 
whole land of it is sulfur, and salt, and a burning, that it is not sown, nor bears, nor 
any grass grows therein, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and 
Zeboiim, which Yahweh overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath: 29:24even all the 
nations shall say, Why has Yahweh done thus to this land? What means the heat of 
this great anger? 29:25Then men shall say, Because they forsook the covenant of 
Yahweh, the God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought them 
forth out of the land of Egypt, 29:26and went and served other gods, and worshiped 
them, gods that they didn’t know, and that he had not given to them: 29:27therefore the 
anger of Yahweh was kindled against this land, to bring on it all the curse that is 
written in this book; 29:28and Yahweh rooted them out of their land in anger, and in 
wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as at this day.  

Yahweh certainly punishes for idolatry. 
 

Yahweh Punishes For Idolatry 
Joshua 24:19-21 reads, 

24:19Joshua said to the people, You can’t serve Yahweh; for he is a holy God; he is a 
jealous God; he will not forgive your disobedience nor your sins. 24:20If you forsake 
Yahweh, and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you evil, and consume 
you, after that he has done you good. 24:21The people said to Joshua, No; but we will 
serve Yahweh.  
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Yahweh Rejects Those Who Reject Him 
1 Samuel 15:22-29 reads, 

15:22Samuel said, Has Yahweh as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of Yahweh? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen 
than the fat of rams. 15:23For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is 
as idolatry and teraphim. Because you have rejected the word of Yahweh, he has 
also rejected you from being king. 15:24Saul said to Samuel, I have sinned; for I have 
transgressed the commandment of Yahweh, and your words, because I feared the 
people, and obeyed their voice. 15:25Now therefore, please pardon my sin, and turn 
again with me, that I may worship Yahweh. 15:26Samuel said to Saul, I will not return 
with you; for you have rejected the word of Yahweh, and Yahweh has rejected you 
from being king over Israel. 15:27As Samuel turned about to go away, Saul laid hold 
on the skirt of his robe, and it tore. 15:28Samuel said to him, Yahweh has torn the 
kingdom of Israel from you this day, and has given it to a neighbor of yours who is 
better than you. 15:29Also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent; for he is not a 
man, that he should repent.  

For one to be forgiven or pardoned one's sin, one's confession of sin must be genuine, 
accompanied by genuine repentance from the heart.  As Saul had not genuinely repented, 
Yahweh decreed his penalty upon Saul for his rebellion - rejection from being king over 
Israel. 
 

Pray Towards The Location Of Yahweh's House In Jerusalem To Facilitate 
Your Forgiveness By Yahweh 
1 Kings 8:30 reads, 

8:30Listen you to the supplication of your servant, and of your people Israel, when 
they shall pray toward this place: yes, hear in heaven, your dwelling-place; and 
when you hear, forgive.  

 

Actions The People Of Israel And Others Should Take To Facilitate Their 
Forgiveness By Yahweh 
1 Kings 8:33-36, 46-53 reads, 

8:33When your people Israel are struck down before the enemy, because they have 
sinned against you; if they turn again to you, and confess your name, and pray and 
make supplication to you in this house: 8:34then hear you in heaven, and forgive the 
sin of your people Israel, and bring them again to the land which you gave to their 
fathers. 8:35When the sky is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned 
against you; if they pray toward this place, and confess your name, and turn from 
their sin, when you do afflict them: 8:36then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of 
your servants, and of your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in 
which they should walk; and send rain on your land, which you have given to your 
people for an inheritance.  
8:37If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, if there be blasting or mildew, 
locust or caterpillar; if their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; whatever 
plague, whatever sickness there be; 8:38whatever prayer and supplication be made by 
any man, or by all your people Israel, who shall know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house: 8:39then hear in heaven, 
your dwelling-place, and forgive, and do, and render to every man according to all 
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his ways, whose heart you know; (for you, even you only, know the hearts of all the 
children of men;) 8:40that they may fear you all the days that they live in the land 
which you gave to our fathers.  
8:46If they sin against you (for there is no man who doesn’t sin), and you are angry 
with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them away captive to the 
land of the enemy, far off or near; 8:47yet if they shall repent themselves in the land 
where they are carried captive, and turn again, and make supplication to you in the 
land of those who carried them captive, saying, We have sinned, and have done 
perversely, we have dealt wickedly; 8:48if they return to you with all their heart and 
with all their soul in the land of their enemies, who carried them captive, and pray 
to you toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the city which you have 
chosen, and the house which I have built for your name: 8:49then hear you their 
prayer and their supplication in heaven, your dwelling-place, and maintain their 
cause; 8:50and forgive your people who have sinned against you, and all their 
transgressions in which they have transgressed against you; and give them 
compassion before those who carried them captive, that they may have compassion on 
them 8:51(for they are your people, and your inheritance, which you brought forth out 
of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron); 8:52that your eyes may be open to the 
supplication of your servant, and to the supplication of your people Israel, to listen to 
them whenever they cry to you. 8:53For you did separate them from among all the 
peoples of the earth, to be your inheritance, as you spoke by Moses your servant, 
when you brought our fathers out of Egypt, Lord Yahweh.  

 

Yahweh Does Not Forgive For Unaccounted For Sin 
2 Kings 24:1-4 reads, 

24:1In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his 
servant three years: then he turned and rebelled against him. 24:2Yahweh sent against 
him bands of the Chaldeans, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, 
and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, 
according to the word of Yahweh, which he spoke by his servants the prophets. 
24:3Surely at the commandment of Yahweh came this on Judah, to remove them out 
of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did, 24:4and also for 
the innocent blood that he shed; for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood: and 
Yahweh would not pardon.  

Yahweh does not always pardon for sin, especially when those who sin do not repent of their 
sins. 
 

Humble Yourself, Pray, Seek Yahweh's Face And Turn From Sin That 
Yahweh May Forgive You 
2 Chronicles 7:12-16 reads, 

7:12Yahweh appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him, I have heard your prayer, 
and have chosen this place to myself for a house of sacrifice. 7:13If I shut up the sky so 
that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send 
pestilence among my people; 7:14if my people, who are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
7:15Now my eyes shall be open, and my ears attentive, to the prayer that is made in 
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this place. 7:16For now have I chosen and made this house holy, that my name may be 
there forever; and my eyes and my heart shall be there perpetually.  

 

Set Your Heart To Seek Yahweh That He May Forgive And Heal You 
2 Chronicles 30:15-20 reads, 

30:15Then they killed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the second month: and the 
priests and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and brought burnt 
offerings into the house of Yahweh. 30:16They stood in their place after their order, 
according to the law of Moses the man of God: the priests sprinkled the blood which 
they received of the hand of the Levites. 30:17For there were many in the assembly 
who had not sanctified themselves: therefore the Levites had the charge of killing the 
Passovers for everyone who was not clean, to sanctify them to Yahweh. 30:18For a 
multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and 
Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat the Passover otherwise than 
it is written. For Hezekiah had prayed for them, saying, The good Yahweh pardon 
everyone 30:19who sets his heart to seek God, Yahweh, the God of his fathers, though 
not cleansed according to the purification of the sanctuary. 30:20Yahweh listened to 
Hezekiah, and healed the people.  

We should set our hearts to seek Yahweh, for then he will forgive us our sins and heal us. 
 

Yahweh Is A Mighty One Ready To Pardon 
Nehemiah 9:16-17 reads, 

9:16But they and our fathers dealt proudly and hardened their neck, and didn’t listen 
to your commandments, 9:17and refused to obey, neither were mindful of your wonders 
that you did among them, but hardened their neck, and in their rebellion appointed a 
captain to return to their bondage. But you are a God ready to pardon, gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness, and didn’t forsake them.  

 

Seek Yahweh's Forgiveness For Hidden Errors 
Psalm 19:12-14 reads, 

19:12Who can discern his errors? 
Forgive me from hidden errors.  
19:13Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins. 
Let them not have dominion over me.  
Then I will be upright, 
I will be blameless and innocent of great transgression.  
19:14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
Be acceptable in your sight, 
Yahweh, my rock, and my redeemer.  

 

Seek Yahweh's Forgiveness For His Name's Sake 
Psalm 25:11, 15-18 reads, 

25:11For your name’s sake, Yahweh, 
Pardon my iniquity, for it is great.  
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 25:15My eyes are ever on Yahweh, 
For he will pluck my feet out of the net.  
25:16Turn to me, and have mercy on me, 
For I am desolate and afflicted.  
25:17The troubles of my heart are enlarged. 
Oh bring me out of my distresses.  
25:18Consider my affliction and my travail. 
Forgive all my sins.  

 

Confess Your Transgressions To Yahweh That He May Forgive You 
Psalm 32:1-7 reads, 

By David. A contemplative psalm.  
32:1Blessed is he whose disobedience is forgiven, 
Whose sin is covered.  
32:2Blessed is the man to whom Yahweh doesn’t impute iniquity, 
In whose spirit there is no deceit.  
32:3When I kept silence, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  
32:4For day and night your hand was heavy on me. 
My strength was sapped in the heat of summer.  
Selah.  
32:5I acknowledged my sin to you. 
I didn’t hide my iniquity.  
I said, I will confess my transgressions to Yahweh, 
And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
Selah.  
32:6For this, let everyone that is godly pray to you in a time when you may be found. 
Surely when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach to him.  
32:7You are my hiding place. You will preserve me from trouble. 
You will surround me with songs of deliverance.  
Selah.  

 

Seek Yahweh's Deliverance And Forgiveness For The Glory Of His Name 
Psalm 79:8-13 reads, 

79:8Don’t hold the iniquities of our forefathers against us. 
Let your tender mercies speedily meet us, 
For we are in desperate need.  
79:9Help us, God of our salvation, for the glory of your name. 
Deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake.  
79:10Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” 
Let it be known among the nations, before our eyes, 
That vengeance for your servants’ blood is being poured out.  
79:11Let the sighing of the prisoner come before you. 
According to the greatness of your power, preserve those who are sentenced to death;  
79:12Pay back to our neighbors seven times into their bosom 
Their reproach with which they have reproached you, Lord.  
79:13So we, your people and sheep of your pasture, 
Will give you thanks forever. 
We will praise you forever, to all generations.  
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Yahweh Covers Or Forgives The Iniquity Of His People 
Psalm 85:1-2 reads, 

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.  
85:1Yahweh, you have been favorable to your land. 
You have restored the fortunes of Jacob.  
85:2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people. 
You have covered all their sin.  
Selah.  

 

Yahweh Is Good And Ready To Forgive 
Psalm 86:1-5 reads, 

A Prayer by David.  
86:1Hear, Yahweh, and answer me, 
For I am poor and needy.  
86:2Preserve my soul, for I am godly. 
You, my God, save your servant who trusts in you.  
86:3Be merciful to me, Lord, 
For I call to you all day long.  
86:4Bring joy to the soul of your servant, 
For to you, Lord, do I lift up my soul.  
86:5For you, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive; 
Abundant in lovingkindness to all those who call on you.  

 

Yahweh Forgives Sin, Heals Diseases And Redeems From Destruction 
Psalm 103:1-5 reads, 

By David.  
103:1Praise Yahweh, my soul! 
All that is within me, praise his holy name!  
103:2Praise Yahweh, my soul, 
And don’t forget all his benefits;  
103:3Who forgives all your sins; 
Who heals all your diseases;  
103:4Who redeems your life from destruction; 
Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies;  
103:5Who satisfies your desire with good things, 
So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  

 

Fear Yahweh, For He Forgives 
Psalm 130:1-4 reads, 

A Song of Ascents.  
130:1Out of the depths I have cried to you, Yahweh.  
130:2Lord, hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my petitions.  
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130:3If you, Yah, kept a record of sins, 
Lord, who could stand?  
130:4But there is forgiveness with you, 
Therefore you are feared.  

 

Yahweh Forgave Isaiah's Sin When The Latter Declared It 
Isaiah 6:1-7 reads, 

6:1In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted 
up; and his train filled the temple. 6:2Above him stood the seraphim. Each one had six 
wings. With two he covered his face. With two he covered his feet. With two he flew. 
6:3One called to another, and said,  
“Holy, holy, holy, is Yahweh of Hosts! 
The whole earth is full of his glory!”  
6:4The foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 6:5Then I said, “Woe is me! For I am undone, because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for 
my eyes have seen the King, Yahweh of Hosts!”  
6:6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with the tongs from off the altar. 6:7He touched my mouth with it, and said, 
“Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away, and your sin 
forgiven.”  

When Isaiah declared his sin, Yahweh forgave him.  We should likewise follow Isaiah's 
example, and declare our sins before Yahweh, that Yahweh may forgive us. 
 

Forsake Wickedness And Unrighteousness And Return To Yahweh For His 
Mercy 
Isaiah 55:6-9 reads, 

55:6Seek you Yahweh while he may be found; call you on him while he is near: 
55:7let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let 
him return to Yahweh, and he will have mercy on him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. 55:8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, says Yahweh. 55:9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

 

Do Justice And Seek Truth That Yahweh May Pardon You 
Jeremiah 5:1-9 reads, 

5:1Run you back and forth through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, 
and seek in the broad places of it, if you can find a man, if there are any who does 
justly, who seeks truth; and I will pardon her. 5:2Though they say, As Yahweh lives; 
surely they swear falsely. 5:3O Yahweh, don’t your eyes look on truth? You have 
stricken them, but they were not grieved; you have consumed them, but they have 
refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they 
have refused to return. 5:4Then I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish; for they 
don’t know the way of Yahweh, nor the law of their God: 5:5I will get me to the great 
men, and will speak to them; for they know the way of Yahweh, and the law of their 
God. But these with one accord have broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. 
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5:6Therefore a lion out of the forest shall kill them, a wolf of the evenings shall destroy 
them, a leopard shall watch against their cities; everyone who goes out there shall be 
torn in pieces; because their transgressions are many, and their backsliding is 
increased. 5:7How can I pardon you? Your children have forsaken me, and sworn 
by them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they committed adultery, 
and assembled themselves in troops at the prostitutes’ houses. 5:8They were as fed 
horses roaming at large; everyone neighed after his neighbor’s wife. 5:9Shall I not 
visit for these things? says Yahweh; and shall not my soul be avenged on such a 
nation as this?  

To receive Yahweh's pardon we must indeed repent of our iniquities. 
 

Yahweh Will In Future Forgive The Houses Of Israel And Judah 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 reads, 

31:31Behold, the days come, says Yahweh, that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 31:32not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt; which my covenant they broke, although I was a husband to them, 
says Yahweh. 31:33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says Yahweh: I will put my law in their inward parts, and in their 
heart will I write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people: 31:34and they 
shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
Yahweh; for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, 
says Yahweh: for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more.  

 

Forgiveness Of Sin Is The Same As Cleansing From Sin 
Jeremiah 33:7-8 reads, 

33:7I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will 
build them, as at the first. 33:8I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they 
have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have 
sinned against me, and whereby they have transgressed against me.  

Pardoning of iniquities is equivalent to being cleansed from iniquities. 
 

Be Aware Of The Penalties For Sins Against Yahweh That You May 
Consider Doing Righteousness And Secure Yahweh's Forgiveness 
Jeremiah 36:1-3 reads, 

36:1It happened in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that 
this word came to Jeremiah from Yahweh, saying, 36:2Take a scroll of a book, and 
write therein all the words that I have spoken to you against Israel, and against 
Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from the days of 
Josiah, even to this day. 36:3It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil 
which I purpose to do to them; that they may return every man from his evil way; 
that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.  

Yahweh forgives us our sins when we turn away from our evil ways and do righteousness.  
And he speaks to us his words, including the impending penalties he will inflict upon us on 
account of our sins, that we may take heed and repent of those sins, that he may pardon us. 
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Forgiveness Is Spiritual Cleansing 
Jeremiah 50:20 reads, 

50:20In those days, and in that time, says Yahweh, the iniquity of Israel shall be 
sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be 
found: for I will pardon them whom I leave as a remnant.  

Those who have been pardoned are spiritually clean, for forgiveness is spiritual cleansing. 
 

We Should Be Ashamed Of Our Sins 
Ezekiel 16:59-63 reads, 

16:59For thus says the Lord Yahweh: I will also deal with you as you have done, who 
have despised the oath in breaking the covenant. 16:60Nevertheless I will remember 
my covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish to you an 
everlasting covenant. 16:61Then shall you remember your ways, and be ashamed, 
when you shall receive your sisters, your elder sisters and your younger; and I will 
give them to you for daughters, but not by your covenant. 16:62I will establish my 
covenant with you; and you shall know that I am Yahweh; 16:63that you may 
remember, and be confounded, and never open your mouth any more, because of 
your shame, when I have forgiven you all that you have done, says the Lord 
Yahweh.  

When Yahweh forgives us our sins we should understand the gravity of both our sins and 
their forgiveness, and be meekly quiet in Yahweh's presence, never to lift ourselves up again. 
 

Daniel Sought Yahweh's Forgiveness For Yahweh's Own Sake 
Daniel 9:19-21 reads, 

9:19Lord, hear; Lord, forgive; Lord, listen and do; don’t defer, for your own sake, 
my God, because your city and your people are called by your name. 9:20While I was 
speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and 
presenting my supplication before Yahweh my God for the holy mountain of my 
God; 9:21yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in 
the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of 
the evening offering.  

 

Yahweh Will Forgive Israel 
Micah 7:18-20 reads, 

7:18Who is a God like you, who pardons iniquity, 
And passes over the disobedience of the remnant of his heritage?  
He doesn’t retain his anger forever, 
Because he delights in lovingkindness.  
7:19He will again have compassion on us. 
He will tread our iniquities under foot; 
And you will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.  
7:20You will give truth to Jacob, 
and mercy to Abraham, 
As you have sworn to our fathers from the days of old.  
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Conclusion 
2 Chronicles 7:12-16 reads, 

7:12Yahweh appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him, I have heard your prayer, 
and have chosen this place to myself for a house of sacrifice. 7:13If I shut up the sky so 
that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send 
pestilence among my people; 7:14if my people, who are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
7:15Now my eyes shall be open, and my ears attentive, to the prayer that is made in 
this place. 7:16For now have I chosen and made this house holy, that my name may be 
there forever; and my eyes and my heart shall be there perpetually.  

When we sin we incur punishment at Yahweh's hand.  But when we humble ourselves, pray, 
seek Yahweh's face, and turn from our sins, Yahweh hears us from heaven and forgives our 
sin, thereby cleansing us spiritually.  To secure Yahweh's forgiveness we must first forgive, 
from our hearts, those who sin against us, irrespective of whether or not they have sought our 
forgiveness, for Yahweh has made this a condition for his forgiving us our sins. 

All in all, Exodus 34:6-7 reads, 
34:6Yahweh passed by before him, and proclaimed, “Yahweh! Yahweh, a merciful 
and gracious God, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness and truth, 
34:7keeping lovingkindness for thousands, forgiving iniquity and disobedience and 
sin; and that will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 
the children, and on the children’s children, on the third and on the fourth 
generation.”  

 


